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A unique partnership between  

The Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation and  

the University of South Dakota.

The Summer University Program  
of The Indian University  

of North America

Crazy Horse, S.D.

How to Apply

Please submit your application and supplemental 
application materials by January 7, 2013 for early 

admission and by March 1, 2013  
for regular admission to:

Summer University Program at Crazy Horse Memorial
University of South Dakota

Attn: Crazy Horse Application
414 East Clark Street

Vermillion, SD  57069

The application may be found at:  
www.usd.edu/summerschool/crazy-horse.cfm

Admission is competitive. Students will remain informed 
about their status with final admissions decisions being 

communicated by early April 2013. 

Recreation

You will be in nature’s playground in the Black Hills 
of South Dakota. The University is next to hiking and 
biking on the Mickelson Trail. There are also guided 
horseback trail rides next door into the Buckhorn Range. 
Nearby streams and lakes offer fishing, boating and 
swimming opportunities. Summer also means a variety  
of special events.   

Indian Museum of North America

Indian Museum of North America
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“	My summer at The Indian University of North America 
was filled with memories that will last my entire lifetime. 
I had such wonderful internship and discovered many 
wonderful opportunities. The people I met were some  
of the greatest mentors I will ever know; my summer at 
Crazy Horse was an unforgettable experience.”  

                       —Erika Arpan, 2012 participant



Program Description

The Indian University of North America is a unique 
partnership between the Crazy Horse Memorial 
Foundation and the University of South Dakota.  
The 8½ week summer program at Crazy Horse,  
which began in the summer of 2010, allows accepted 
students to enroll in college credit hours consisting of 
Math, English, Native American Studies, Life Skills  
and a paid internship at the Crazy Horse Memorial. 

The program has four purposes:  

1.	to provide accepted students freshman-level university 
courses which will transfer to any regionally accredited 
college or university, students complete one semester of 
college during the summer, 

2.	to prepare accepted students for the rigors of college by 
offering college preparatory courses for students who 
need them, 

3.	to extend accepted students paid working internships at 
the Memorial’s visitor complex, and  

4. to further fulfill the mission of the Crazy Horse 
Memorial Foundation.

Mission of the  
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation

To protect and preserve the culture, tradition, and living 
heritage of the North American Indians. The Foundation 

demonstrates its commitment to this endeavor by continuing 
the progress as the world’s largest sculptural undertaking by 

carving a memorial to Lakota leader Crazy Horse to represent 
all North American Indians; by providing educational and 
cultural programming; by acting as a repository for Native 

American artifacts, arts and crafts through the Indian 
Museum of North America and the Native American 

Educational and Cultural Center; and by establishing and 
operating the Indian University of North America and, when 

practical, a medical training center for American Indians.

Room and Board

The Indian University of North America at Crazy Horse 
was completed in the spring of 2010. The classrooms, 
large commons area and student rooms (complete with 
individual bathrooms) are in The Indian University of 
North America, which has an inspiring view of the Crazy 
Horse mountain carving. Meals are served at the Laughing 
Water Restaurant and there are regular outdoor cookouts 
for students. 

Indian University of North America —  
where you will live and learn.

Admission Requirements

Admission requirements for the Summer Program of  
The Indian University of North America,are as follows: 

• 	Applicants must be 17–21 years of age when the 
program commences. 

•	Applicants must possess a high school diploma  
(Regular Curriculum) or GED before the program 
commences with a cumulative grade point average or 
equivalent of 2.00. 

•	ACT or SAT scores are required at the time of 
application. The composite ACT score for regular 
admission is 21; the SAT score for regular admission  
is 990. ACT scores below 21 or SAT scores below  
990 will be considered for provisional admittance. 
Students who enter using the SAT will be required to 
complete the ACT as it serves as the baseline academic 
measure. This is of no cost to the student. 

• 	Preference is extended to enrolled members of federally 
recognized tribes, however, the University is open to all 
qualified students. 

• 	Applicants must possess a need for the curriculum 
offered. 

• 	Completion of a written exercise on why the applicant 
is interested in the program. 

• 	Applicants must complete a telephone interview with 
the selection committee. 

• 	All applicants must complete the admission application 
and provide accompanying required materials by 
January 7, 2013 for early admission and by March 1,  
2013 for regular admission. Applicants chosen for 
admission must submit final high school transcripts by 
June 3, 2013. (SAT or ACT scores must be submitted 
with the application) If the transcript reveals the student 
has not graduated from high school, the student cannot 
participate in the university program.

“Being a part of The Indian University  
of North America was a lot of hard work, 
but I had a wonderful time. It was a great 
opportunity for me to get prepared to start  
my college education.”

                                                                  
—Tyler Allen, 2012 participant

“The Indian University of North America has made 
a tremendous impact on my life. At the University I 
was able to get ahead in my college education, learned 
new study habits, made amazing friends and made 
unforgettable memories. Looking back, I wouldn’t have 
wanted to spend my summer of 2012 any other way.”

 —Dana Kubal , 2012 participant


